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Emilia Romagna: a tractor fleet that is vast but to be renewed

With 219 thousand machines operating in the Region on a national total of just over 2 million, Emilia Romagna is the Italian region with the largest tractor fleet. However, many vehicles are over 30 and even 40 years old and should be replaced with safer and more efficient tractors. The current renewal rates, which are already low, are likely to worsen if resources for the RDPs are reduced.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]Emilia Romagna is the leader in Italy in terms of tractor fleet, with 219 thousand machines operating, equal to about 11% of the national fleet (2,025,218 units). It is closely followed by Piedmont (205 thousand operating tractors), Veneto (198 thousand) and Tuscany (172 thousand). This is what emerges from the data released by FerderUnacoma during EIMA International, the world showcase of technologies for agriculture. Many of the mechanical vehicles that work on the fields of Emilia Romagna, as on those of the rest of the country, are more than 30 if not 40 years old and this urgently raises the issue of the renewal of the machine fleet with new generation tractors: more efficient, safer, more environmentally friendly. The current fleet renewal rates are largely insufficient, considering that in the first 10 months of this year registrations of new tractors in Emilia Romagna amounted to 1,644 units, with a decrease of 3.6%. The objective for the next few years is to speed up the renewal of the fleet, but this is only possible on condition that public funds are available and that EU resources can be used to the best advantage. Unfortunately, the risk of cuts weighs on the RDPs, as a consequence of the reform of European funding for the Common Agricultural Policy. "On the basis of the regulations that have been presented, the cut to the current RDPs should be 17.5% - warned Simona Caselli, Councilor for Agriculture of the Emilia Romagna Region, speaking at the conference on "A political agenda for agricultural mechanization - and if this were to happen we would have great difficulty in Emilia Romagna because our production system is very responsive to these tools." There is therefore a productive fabric interested in renewing technological equipment in agriculture, for which resources should be increased and certainly not reduced.
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